With the adoption of eu Regulation 1007/2009 on trade in seal products in September 2009 the eu effectively shut down its markets for products from commercial seal hunts. Products from Inuit and other indigenous hunts are exempt from this ban. Given the ineffectiveness of this 'indigenous exemption' Inuit organizations and others launched several unsuccessful legal proceedings before the eu Courts to overturn the ban.
Introduction
For many decades the hunt for seals has led to numerous campaigns, which aim to expose its perceived cruelty. Further, a lack of necessity has underscored a need for its cessation. While in the early years no clear-cut distinction was drawn between the commercial hunts in Atlantic Canada and the hunts in This paper discusses the indigenous exemption taking into account some narratives that this exemption is based on. It argues that the implementation has not created a regime which benefits the Inuit people due to economic circumstances that go beyond the notion of pure 'subsistence' . To the contrary. The understanding of the Inuit as being economically distinct from the commercial seal hunts has created a trade environment which negatively affects all trade in seal products, irrespective of its origin.
2
The eu Seal Regime
The current eu seal regime was preceded by the Council Directive 83/129/eec of 1983, the 'Seal Pups Directive' ,4 which prohibited the trade in products stemming from harp and hooded seal pups. While initially drafted to be in force for two years, in 1989 the Directive was extended indefinitely.5 Legally it is still in force today, but has since 2009 been effectively replaced by Regulation
